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The Epiille DecKcatorie. 

vnto their parent . 7 berets a great difference ywkether any c Boo!^ 
choofe his Fair ones, or ffnde thenL^rJ his hath done both. For, 
(o much were^your L L, Usings of thtf feueraliparts , yyhen 
t hey were.aEled.,as before they were pub If bed, the Volume asi{d to 
bey ours. JVe haue but collected thenL^,and done an office.to the 
deaf to procure his Orphanes, Cjuardtans • without ambition eu 
ther offielfe-profit, or fame: onely to heepe the memory ofJo worthy 
a Friend,& Fellowaliue,as was our Shakespear e ,by hum¬ 
ble offer of bis play es, toy our mofl noble~> patronage. IVherein, as 
we haue iuflly objerued\ no man to come mere your L*L. but with 
a hind of religious addreffe^ft hath bin the height of our care, who 
are the Frefenters,to mahp theprefient worthy of your H. H. by the 
ferfeElionfBut,there we mufl aljo craue our abilities to he conjiderd, 
my Lords . ffle cannot go beyond our owne powers . Country hands 
reach fioorth milhp, cream e, fruites , or what they haue : and many 
Stations (we haue heard ) that hadnotgummes & incenfie,obtai¬ 
ned their requejls with a leauen ed Cake. It Yras no fault to approch 
their (Jods, by what meaner they could: <iAndthe mofl, though 
meanejl, ofthings are made more precious,whm they are dedicated 
to Temples. In that name therefore, we mojl humbly conficcratt^ to 
your H.H. thefe^> remaines ofyourjeruant Shakefpeare^ that 
what delight is in them.may be eueryour L.L. the~> reputation 
his,& thefaults ours,if any be committed,by 
Jhew their gratitude both to the lmng,and the 


Y our Lordfliippes moft bounden, 


John H E M £ N G E® 

Henry Conjp %ll. 
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To the great Variety of%eaders. 

Rom the mofl able,to him that can but fpell: There 
you are number’d. We had rather you were weight! 
Ffpecially, when the fate of all Bookes depends vp- 
on your capacities : and not of your heads alone, 
butofyourpurfes. Well !ItisnowpubIique,&you 
wilftand for your priuiledges wee know: to read, 
and eenfure. Do fo,buc buy irfirft. That doth beft 
commend a Booke, the Stationer faies. Then>how odde foeuer your 
braines be, or your wifedomes, make your licence the fame,andfpare 
not. Iudgeyour fixe-pen orth, yourlbilungs wo.ith } youi fine flm- 
lings worth at a time, or higher,’fo you rife to the mil rates, and wel¬ 
come. Bu t, what euer you do. Buy. Cenfure will n ot driue a Trade, 
or make thelacke go. And though you be a Magiftrate of wit, and fit 
on the Stage at Black-Friers, or the Qckyit, to arraignePlayes dailie, 
know, thefe Playes haue had their triail alreadie, and ftood out all Ap- 
peales'- and do now come forth quitted rather by a Decree of Court, 
then any purchas’d Letcersof commendation. 

It had bene a thing, we confefTe, worthie to haue bene wifhed,that 
the Author hiirfelfe had liu d to haue fet forth, and ouerfeen his ov^ne 
writings j But fince it hath bin ordain’d otherwife,andheby death de. 
parted from that right,we pray you do not envie hisFriends,the office 
of their care, and paine, to haue collected Sc publifh’d them^ andfo to 
haue publifh’d them, as where (before), you were abus’d with diuerfe 
ftolne, and furreptitious copies, maimed,and deformed by the frauds 
and ftealthes of injurious impoftors, that expos’d them: euen thofe, 
are now offer’d to your view cur’d, and perfect of their Umbes,* and all 
the reft, abfolute in their numbers, as he concerned che,Who,as he was 
a happie imitator of Nature, was a moft gentle exp refler of it.His mind 
and hand went together: And what he thought, he vttered with that 
eafmefle, that wee hauefcarfe receiued from him a blot in his papers. 
But it is not our prouince,who onely gather his works, and giue them 
you, to praife him. It is yours that reade him. And there wehope,to 
your diuers capacities, you will finde enough, both to draw, and hold 
you: for his wit can no more lie hid, then it could be loft. Reade him* 
therefore * and againe, and againe *. And if then you doe not like him, 
furely you are in fome manifeft danger, not to vnderftand him. And fo 
weleaueyou to other of his Friends, whom if you need,can bee your 
guides: ifyouneede them not, you can leade your felues,and others, 
And fuch Readers we with him. 

A 3 John Hemiuge, 

Henrk Cmdett. 
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